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South Asian and UK Parliamentarians discussing Sanitation issues in South Asia and appealed for SAARC attention to the same 

  
 



Progress on SACOSAN IV commitments
,Q�-XO\������D�UHVROXWLRQ�ZDV�SDVVHG�DW�WKH�8QLWHG�
1DWLRQV�H[SOLFLWO\�UHFRJQLVLQJ�WKH�5LJKW�WR�6DQLWDWLRQ�
DV�D�+XPDQ�5LJKW��7KLV�UHVROXWLRQ�ZDV�VLJQHG�E\�DOO�
HLJKW�FRXQWULHV�ZKRVH�UHSRUWV�KDYH�EHHQ�FRQVROLGDWHG�
LQ�WKLV�7UDIÀF�/LJKWV�3DSHU�IRU�WKH�6RXWK�$VLD�5HJLRQ���
$W�6$&26$1�,9�LQ�������WKHVH�FRXQWULHV�PDGH����
FRPPLWPHQWV�WR�HQG�VDQLWDWLRQ�FULVLV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��7KLV�
SDSHU�WKHQ�LV�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�UHFRUG�DQG�HYDOXDWH�WKH�
SURJUHVV�PDGH�VLQFH�WKHQ�E\�WKH�*RYHUQPHQWV�ZKR�ZLOO�
EH��UHSUHVHQWHG�DW�6$&26$1��9�LQ�1HSDO�LQ�2FWREHU�
�����

0HWKRGRORJ\
The concept of presenting this progress (or lack of 
it) in a visual form through what has been termed a 
7UDIÀF�/LJKWV�3DSHU�KDG�EHHQ�XVHG�E\�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�
organisations in SACOSAN  IV. However, on reviewing 
WKH�SUHYLRXV�HIIRUW��D�FRQFHUQ�ZDV�H[SUHVVHG�E\�
D�QXPEHU�RI�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�JURXSV�WKDW�SHUKDSV�WKH�
‘scoring’ was somewhat subjective. Therefore a scoring 
PHWKRGRORJ\�ZDV�GHYHORSHG�WKDW�FRXOG�FRQWULEXWH�
WR�D�PRUH�REMHFWLYH�VFRULQJ�V\VWHP�WKDW�FRXOG�DSSO\�
across the region.  

7KLV�PHWKRGRORJ\�LQYROYHG�WKH�OLVWLQJ�RXW�RI�D�VHW�RI�
YHULÀDEOH�LQGLFDWRUV�IRU�HDFK�RI�WKH�PDLQ�FRPPLWPHQWV�
made at SACOSAN IV. Based on the number of 
LQGLFDWRUV�SUHVHQW�DQG�HYLGHQFHG��HDFK�FRXQWU\�ZDV�
to be awarded a score that indicated its progress (or 
ODFN�RI�LW��WRZDUGV�IXOÀOOLQJ�WKDW�SDUWLFXODU�FRPPLWPHQW��
7KLV�PHWKRGRORJ\�ZDV�UHYLHZHG�DQG�DGDSWHG�DV�SHU�
the advice of the RCCT of RtS campaign before being 
sent out to all the countries.
The following guidelines were offered to all countries 

participating in the preparation of their respective 
1DWLRQDO�7/3V��RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�ZKLFK�WKH�ÀQDO�5HJLRQDO�
7/3�ZRXOG�EH�SUHSDUHG����L��$�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�1DWLRQDO�
Consultant (NC) was to be engaged to facilitate the 
SURFHVV�LQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\��7KLV�1&�ZDV�H[SHFWHG�WR�
SUHSDUH�D�=HUR�'UDIW�RI�D�1DWLRQDO�7/3�EDVHG�RQ�GHVN�
research and consultations with a few experts in the 
ÀHOG����LL��7KLV�]HUR�GUDIW�ZDV�WR�EH�ZLGHO\�GLVVHPLQDWHG�
DQG�FRPPHQWV�VROLFLWHG�IURP�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�JURXSV�DQG�
LQGLYLGXDOV���,W�ZDV�VSHFLÀFDOO\�PHQWLRQHG�WKDW�WKHUH�
was need for supporting evidence to be presented to 
MXVWLI\�WKH�¶VFRUHV·�JLYHQ�

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��LQ�RUGHU�WR�IXUWKHU�HQKDQFH�WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�
WKH�ÀQDO�5HJLRQDO�7/3�GRFXPHQW��LLL��7KH�1&�ZDV�DOVR�
H[SHFWHG�WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�UHOHYDQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RIÀFHUV�
to get their feedback on the progress made on each 
of the commitments. (iv)  Based on all this feedback, 
WKH�1&�ZRXOG�SUHSDUH�D�ÀUVW�GUDIW�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�EH�
presented at a national consultation meeting – at 
ZKLFK�HYHU\�HIIRUW�ZRXOG�EH�PDGH�WR�LQFOXGH�D�ZLGH�
UDQJH�RI�&LYLO�6RFLHW\�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�
RIÀFLDOV�DV�SDUWLFLSDQWV���YL��)LQDOO\�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKH�
discussions at the consultation, the NC together with 
WKH�1&&7��ZDV�H[SHFWHG�WR�SUHSDUH�D�ÀQDO�UHSRUW�DQG�
send it to the Regional Resource Person (RRP), who 
would then consolidate the same.  The NCCT was 
FRPSRVHG�RI�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�IURP��)$16$��:DWHU$LG�
DQG�RWKHU�NH\�VWDNHKROGHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�HDFK�
FRXQWU\�



JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�RWKHU�VHFWLRQV�RI�VRFLHW\�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
private sector and subject experts were present. At this 
ZRUNVKRS�WKH�HQWLUH�7/3�SURFHVV�DQG�VFRULQJ�LQGLFDWRUV�
ZHUH�VKDUHG�WKRURXJKO\���6XEVHTXHQWO\�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�
UHTXLUHG�GHVN�UHVHDUFK�DQG�FRQVXOWDWLRQV�D�GUDIW�ZDV�
VHQW�RXW�WR�NH\�:$6+�VHFWRU�H[SHUWV��JRYHUQPHQW�
RIÀFLDOV�DQG�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�JURXSV��,W�ZDV�DOVR�VKDUHG�
and discussed with the Climate Change division 
and government personnel involved in preparing for 
SACOSAN V. 

Revisions were then made and once again the new 
GUDIW�ZDV�VKDUHG�DQG�GLVFXVVHG�H[WHQVLYHO\�ZLWK�DOO�
the above groups at a second workshop, at which 
after much discussion and debate a consensus 
was developed both with the government and the 
FLYLO�VRFLHW\�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�VHFWRU�
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�LQYLWHG��)LQDOO\�D�IXUWKHU�
review meeting was held at the Climate Change 
'LYLVLRQ�RIÀFH��DW�ZKLFK�JRYHUQPHQW��81,&()�DQG�FLYLO�
VRFLHW\�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�ZHUH�DFWLYHO\�SUHVHQW��$OO�WKHVH�
SURFHVVHV�ZHUH�IDFLOLWDWHG�E\�WKH�1&�

As the Right to Sanitation Campaign and its 
FROODERUDWLQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�GR�QRW�KDYH�DQ\�SUHVHQFH�
LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��%KXWDQ�DQG�0DOGLYHV��WKH�81,&()�
5HJLRQDO�2IÀFH�LQ�.DWKPDQGX�ZDV�DSSURDFKHG�IRU�
support and thus the process in these three countries 
ZDV�OHG�E\�81,&()�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�ZKR�GLG�QRW�IROORZ�
the process used in the other countries. However, the 
indicators used were the same. 

&RXQWULHV�DGDSWHG�WKLV�SURSRVHG�SURFHVV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
WKH�H[LJHQFLHV�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�SDUWLFXODU�VLWXDWLRQ��

In the case of %DQJODGHVK�the additional step was that 
the national consultant was selected after an initial 
PHHWLQJ�RI�VWDNHKROGHUV���+RZHYHU�D�ÀQDO�QDWLRQDO�
consultation could not be held. 

In�,QGLD�WKH�RQO\�YDULDQFH�IURP�WKH�SURSRVHG�SURFHVV�
ZDV�WKDW�*RYHUQPHQW�RIÀFLDOV�ZHUH�QRW�DEOH�WR�DWWHQG�
the consultation. However, government representatives 
GLG�SURYLGH�YHU\�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�IHHGEDFN�ZKLFK�
LQFOXGHG�D�IDFH�RI�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�DQG�WR�IDFH�PHHWLQJ�
with the NC (for India) and the National Convenor of 
the NCCT. 

In�1HSDO�WKH�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�JURXSV�GLG�QRW�FDUU\�RXW�
WKH�LQLWLDO�VWHS�RI�FRQVXOWLQJ�ZLWK�YDULRXV�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�
VWDNHKROGHUV�EHIRUH�SUHSDULQJ�WKH�GUDIW�7/3��EXW�WKLV�
ZDV�SUHSDUHG�E\�WKH�1&�LQ�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
1&&7��6LPXOWDQHRXVO\�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�WRR�SUHSDUHG�
LWV�RZQ�UHSRUW�DQG�DVNHG�NH\�VWDNHKROGHUV�IRU�WKHLU�
feedback. Then at a National Consultation organised, 
at which a large number government representatives 
were present, both the government draft and the Civil 
6RFLHW\�GUDIWVZHUH�SUHVHQWHG�DQG�GHEDWHG��DQG�D�
consensus was developed. In the case of�6UL�/DQND�too 
there was no National Consultation meeting, but a lot 
of the comments were received from different sources 
LQFOXGLQJ�*RYHUQPHQW��81�DJHQFLHV�DQG�&LYLO�6RFLHW\�
RUJDQLVDWLRQV��7KHVH�ZHUH�FRPSLOHG�E\�WKH�SHUVRQ�LQ�
charge. 

In the case of 3DNLVWDQ�an even more robust process 
WKDQ�VXJJHVWHG�ZDV�HPSOR\HG��$IWHU�LQLWLDO�GLVFXVVLRQV�
EHWZHHQ�WZR�PDMRU�&LYLO�6RFLHW\�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�QHWZRUN�
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��D�ÀUVW�ZRUNVKRS�ZDV�FRQGXFWHG�DW�
which a wide spectrum of people both from within the 



WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�UR\DO�GHFUHH�WR�WKLV�HIIHFW�IURP��������
In the case of Nepal, the InterimConstitution of Nepal 
�������VWDWHV�WKDW�´HYHU\�SHUVRQ�VKDOO�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�
WR�OLYH�LQ�D�KHDOWK\�HQYLURQPHQWµ�DQG�WKLV�LV�WDNHQ�WR�
include a right to sanitation. However, this Constitution 
KDV�QRW�\HW�EHHQ�RIÀFLDOO\�SURPXOJDWHG��,Q�WKH�RWKHU�
FRXQWULHV�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKLV�5HJLRQDO�7/3��WKRXJK�WKH�
*RYHUQPHQWV�KDYH�DOO�VLJQHG�WKH�81�UHVROXWLRQ�RI�-XO\�
������WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�QR�VLJQLÀFDQW�IXUWKHU�DFWLRQ�WKDW�
moved the respective countries to the promulgation of 
a justiciable Human Right to Sanitation. 

e) Despite the above assessment, the evidence 
RIIHUHG�E\�WKH�YDULRXV�FRXQWULHV�VHHPV�WR�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�
the Governments in the region are indeed making 
efforts to expand Sanitation entitlements  through 
schemes and allocation of increased resources 
�ÀQDQFLDO�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�KXPDQ�UHVRXUFHV����+RZHYHU��
RQO\�VRPH�RI�WKH�FRXQWULHV��%KXWDQ��,QGLD��1HSDO�DQG�
Maldives) seem to have a dedicated budget for 
VDQLWDWLRQ�DQG�K\JLHQH�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�1DWLRQDO�EXGJHWV�

f) A score was also given on each commitment 
for the Region as a whole. However here the scoring 
was done in a different manner to guide the awarding 
RI�D�WUDIÀF�OLJKW��$IWHU�DGGLQJ�DOO�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�VFRUHV�
IURP�HDFK�FRXQWU\��D�SHUFHQWDJH�ZDV�FDOFXODWHG�
IRU�WKH�UHJLRQ��$Q\�FRPPLWPHQW�ZKLFK�UHFHLYHG�DQ�
RYHUDOO�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�OHVV�WKDW������L�H��QRW�PXFK�
SURJUHVV��ZDV�JLYHQ�D�UHG�WUDIÀF�OLJKW��DQ\�SHUFHQWDJH�
WKDW�ZDV�RYHU������L�H��UHDO�SURJUHVV��ZDV�JLYHQ�D�
\HOORZ�WUDIÀF�OLJKW��DQG�DQ\�SHUFHQWDJH�RYHU�����
�VLJQLÀFDQW�SURJUHVV��ZDV�JLYHQ�D�JUHHQ�WUDIÀF�OLJKW��7KLV�
percentage scoring was followed because it would 
KDYH�EHHQ�XQKHOSIXO�WR�XVH�WKH�VDPH�VFRULQJ�V\VWHP�
WKDW�ZDV�XVHG�IRU�WKH�LQGLFDWRUV��ZKHUH�5('� �D�=(52�
VFRUH���VLQFH�HYHQ�LI�21(�FRXQWU\�KDG�D�VFRUH�RI���WKHQ�
WKH�WRWDO�ZRXOG�EH�PRUH�WKDQ�=(52��

7KH�FRQVROLGDWHG�FRORXU�FRGHG�UHJLRQDO�7/3�LV�
LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDJHV��ZKLFK�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�
WKH�VFRULQJ�PHWKRGRORJ\�XVHG�LQ�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKH�
LQGLFDWRUV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�DERYH��VRPH�JHQHUDO�
FRPPHQWV�PD\�EH�PDGH�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�FRQVROLGDWHG�
7/3�

D�� 7KRXJK�WKHUH�ZDV�D�UHTXHVW�WR�IRFXV�RQO\�RQ�
SURJUHVV�PDGH�VLQFH�WKH�ODVW�6$&26$1�,9��PDQ\�RI�WKH�
reports did not do this for various reasons, one of them 
being the claim that decisions or actions taken before 
�����ZHUH�VWLOO�LQ�IRUFH�HYHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�WZR�\HDUV����

b) It also needs to be stated that the degree of 
ULJRXU�RI�VFRULQJ�YDULHG�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�DFURVV�FRXQWULHV��
Therefore it would not be valid to compare the colour 
codes across countries. As a result the evidence seems 
WR�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�D�FRXQWU\�ZKLFK�VKRZV�JUHHQ�LQ�RQH�
FRPPLWPHQW�PD\�LQ�DFWXDOLW\�KDYH�SURJUHVVHG�OHVV�
WKDQ�DQRWKHU�FRXQWU\�ZKLFK�VKRZV�\HOORZ�IRU�WKH�VDPH�
commitment.  This means that the colour codes need 
to be understood as the evaluation of progress made 
ZLWKLQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\���ZLWK�UHG�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKH�OHDVW�
SURJUHVV�ZLWKLQ�D�FRXQWU\�DQG�JUHHQ�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKH�
greatest progress.  

c) Again, as far as the matter of evidence 
offered to support the scoring given, there was great 
XQHYHQQHVV�LQ�WKLV��ZLWK�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�LQ�
some countries offering better and clearer evidence 
than those in others.

d) As far as the Right to Sanitation is concerned, in 
0DOGLYHV�WKH�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�LQ������UHFRJQL]HG�WKH�ULJKW�
WR�6DQLWDWLRQ�DQG�JXDUDQWHHV�HYHU\�FLWL]HQ�WKH�ULJKW�WR�
DGHTXDWH�VHZHUDJH�IDFLOLWLHV���)XUWKHUPRUH�D�:DWHU�
and Sanitation Act has been prepared and sent to 
3DUOLDPHQW�LQ������DQG�LV�SHQGLQJ�DSSURYDO��,Q�%KXWDQ�







The 6RXWK�$VLD�&DPSDLJQ�RQ�5LJKW�WR�6DQLWDWLRQ�LV�DQ�HIIRUW�E\�D�FROOHFWLYH�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�KXQGUHG�&62�QHWZRUNV�DQG�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�´ULJKW�WR�VDQLWDWLRQ�RI�DOOµ�SDUWLFXODUO\�IRU�WKH�PDUJLQDOL]HG��SRRU�DQG�H[FOXGHG�LQ�6RXWK�$VLD�

)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW��
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,QGLD��convenor@fansasia.net  mamatadash@wateraid.org 
3DNLVWDQ��]LD#DZD]FGV�RUJ�SN��DEGXOKDIHH]#ZDWHUDLG�RUJ

7KLV�GRFXPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�SXW�WRJHWKHU�E\�WKH�5HJLRQDO�&DPSDLJQ�&RRUGLQDWLRQ�7HDP�RI�
WKH�5LJKW�WR�6DQLWDWLRQ�&DPSDLJQ�ZLWK�WKH�VFRULQJ�LQ�HDFK�FRXQWU\�SXW�WRJHWKHU�E\�WKH�
QDWLRQDO�WHDPV��0U��-RVDQWRQ\�-RVHSK�DV�WKH�5HJLRQDO�5HVRXUFH�3HUVRQ�SURYLGHG�YDOXDEOH�
LQSXWV�LQ�WKLV�SURFHVV�RI�EULQJLQJ�RXW�WKH�5HJLRQDO�7/3��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�$IJKDQLVWDQ��%KXWDQ�
DQG�0DOGLYHV�WKH�SURFHVV�ZDV�OHG�E\�81,&()��DQ�LQWHU�JRYHUQPHQWDO�DJHQF\��LQ�FORVH�
coordination and engagement with concerned Government agencies. A good number of 
PDMRU�VHFWRU�DQG�QRQ��VHFWRU�VWDNHKROGHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�JRYHUQPHQW�DJHQFLHV��ZHUH�HQJDJHG�
FRQVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV��7KH�HQWLUH�SURFHVV�ZDV�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�Bill & Melinda Gates 
)RXQGDWLRQ�DQG�:DWHU$LG�8.�




